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A	  MESSAGE	  FROM	  THE	  PRESIDENT	  	  

	  

Thank God for the Gift of Life.  Bienvenidos and welcome. It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 
Puerto Rican Bar Association 59th Annual Gala.  “Expanding our Reach – Ensuring Justice”.  Tonight 

we are grateful to celebrate another wonderful year of the Puerto Rican Bar 
Association and its accomplishments and to provide scholarships to law 
students from the Puerto Rican Bar Association Scholarship Fund.  

Congratulations to our law students for their hard work as they prepare to join 
our profession.  Congratulations to our honorees for their accomplishments and 
outstanding leadership and dedication in advancing justice, promoting 
scholarship and diversity.  A special thanks to U.S. Senator Schumer, our 
keynote speaker who has been instrumental in ensuring that there is diversity in 

the Federal judiciary and for advocating the rights of Puerto Ricans and Latinos.  Special Thanks to our 
Sponsors who have contributed to our Scholarship Fund to ensure that there is access to legal education 
for our students.  

As President of the PRBA, I have had the distinct honor and privilege, with the trust of our members and 
community, to lift up the PRBA and maintain the legacy of our founders.  This past year, the PRBA 
expanded its reach nationally and internationally by historically collaborating with El Colegio de 
Abogados de Puerto Rico (founded in 1840) in its submission of Amici briefs to the United States 
Supreme Court and in hosting its 4th Annual convention in Puerto Rico. We collaborated with Puerto 
Rican Bar Associations of Florida and Chicago, Hispanic Bar Associations of other states, and 
throughout New York and Latin America including Cuba, Dominican Republic and Panama.  

Abrazos Fuertes and special thanks to our incoming President, Carmen A. Pacheco, Esq., whose vision, 
labor and strength pushed me and the PRBA board to maximize our great potential. I could not have 
done all of this great work without you, hermana.  Thank you to the PRBA board members, officers, 
family, friends, supporters, mentors, and volunteers who ensured our success. Please stay actively 
involved and stay tuned as our incoming President, Carmen A. Pacheco, lifts the PRBA to even greater 
heights and solidifies the PRBA mission and foundation.  

As a descendant of “warriors” from the mountains of Ciales, Puerto Rico, I leave you with my beloved 
mother, Juanita’s messages “With a strong faith in God above you, there is nothing you cannot do”. 
(Por encima de mi esta Dios, lo que tu quieres hacer en la vida, tu lo puedes hacer)” 

Thank you very much for your support.   

 
 

Betty Lugo, Esq. 
President, Puerto Rican Bar Association 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT-ELECT 

SEPTEMBER  29, 2016  
  

Dear Members, Colleagues, and Guests:   

When I assume the position of Puerto Rican Bar Association 
(“PRBA”) President in 2017, it will mark its diamond year 
anniversary -- 60.  Throughout the decades since its formation, the 
PRBA has served the public and community through advocacy, 
mentorship, legal education, leadership, fellowship, and promotion 
of justice.  Hence as you can imagine, to serve as the PRBA 60th 
president will be an honor and a privilege.  In that regard, you are 
invited to the 60th induction and celebration of the PRBA officers 
and board of directors to held on January 12, 2017 at the Southern 

District of New York, 500 Pearl Street, Ceremonial Court Room, New York, NY.    

As the 60th president, my vision is to strengthen our relationships, build on our 
foundation, and safeguard our future. Toward that end, the PRBA officers and board of 
directors will continue to foster its affiliations with local and out of state bar associations, 
law firms, corporations, not-for-profit organizations, and government officials to further the 
PRBA mission and strengthen its founders’ legacy.  We also intend to increase member 
benefits and create collaborative law based international relationships to increase member 
business opportunities.  We also intend to grow our social media presence, continue 
providing continuing legal education, and promote greater Latino representation in the 
judiciary.  Our vision cannot be accomplished without the active participation of our 
membership.    

Congratulations to PRBA honorees who have shown leadership by example: Latino 
Judges Association - Judicial Excellence; Stephen Younger, Esq., Patterson Belknap Webb 
& Tyler, Law Firm Diversity; City University of New York - Academic Excellence; and Tito 
Puente (Posthumous) - Community Service.  We are eager to celebrate our honorees as each 
has shown a commitment to law, justice, society, mentorship, and education.  To our 
scholarship awardees: Denisse Mira; Adriel Colon; Daniel Vizcarrondo; and Samuel Carrion 
keep making the PRBA proud through your achievements, community commitment, and 
dedication to the justice system.  The PRBA believes that education is the ultimate 
equalizer; it is the master key to opportunity.  With the generosity of our members and 
sponsors, the PRBA scholarship awards assist in removing some of the financial pressures 
that may derail interest in obtaining a jurist doctorate degree.    

To my querida hermana Betty Lugo, Esq., your amazing stewardship as the PRBA 
59th President has lifted this association to new heights.  You have expanded our reach by 
signing a collaborative agreement with El Collegio de Abogados de Puerto Rico and by 
creating tightened collegial relationships with the Florida and Chicago Puerto Rican Bar 
Associations.  Your integrity, magnanimity, and teamwork has energized our membership 
and the PRBA board of directors and officers.  I am thankful that you committed to lead this 
iconic bar association and blessed that I was able to serve it alongside my best friend. To the 
2016 PRBA board, I am so proud to have worked shoulder to shoulder with you.  I have made 
“forever friends” while serving the public and legal community.     

 

Respectfully,   

Carmen A. Pacheco, Esq.   



Charles Schumer
U.S. Senator

U.S. Senator Charles “Chuck” Ellis Schumer has dedicated his career to 
protecting the middle class and helping those working to reach it. Though 
he has become a leader in finding common sense solutions to national issues, 
Chuck has built a reputation as a tireless fighter for New York, visiting all 62 
counties every year and talking to constituents in every corner of our state.

Chuck was born in Brooklyn, NY on November 23, 1950 to parents Selma, 
a homemaker active in the community, and Abe, who owned a small 
exterminating business. Chuck grew up the Sheepshead Bay neighborhood 
and with his siblings, Fran and Robert, attended PS 197 and Madison High 
School. Chuck has two daughters, Jessica and Alison, and he still resides in 
Brooklyn with his wife, Iris Weinshall.

After graduating from Harvard College and Harvard Law School in 1974, 
Chuck returned home and was elected to the New York State Assembly where 
he soon made his mark with his trademark vigor and tireless advocacy. In 
1980, at 29, Chuck ran for and won the seat in the 9th Congressional District.

Chuck represented the 9th CD in Brooklyn and Queens for eighteen years, 
where he established his reputation as a pioneer in the fight against crime and as a consumer advocate. Chuck authored 
the Omnibus Crime Bill, which put 100,000 new cops on the street. He was the leading sponsor of the Violence 
Against Women Act, to combat domestic violence and sexual assault, and the Brady Bill, which instituted mandatory 
background checks for handgun purchases. He co-wrote the Assault Weapons Ban, and sponsored the Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act, which organized data on crimes of bigotry and allowed federal authorities to prosecute these crimes. He 
also sponsored legislation that required banks and credit card companies to provide greater disclosure to consumers.

In 1998, Chuck was elected to the U.S. Senate; he became New York’s senior senator when Senator Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan retired in 2000. Chuck kicked off his first Senate term by announcing he would visit each of New York’s 62 
counties every year, a tradition he continues today. Doing so has enabled Chuck to keep in touch with voters from every 
corner of the state.

Throughout his time in the Senate, Chuck has made improving New York’s economy his top priority, bringing affordable 
air service to Upstate New York and the Hudson Valley and delivering over $20 billion in aid to New York City following 
the attacks on September 11, 2001. Chuck was the author of legislation that eliminated barriers that delay low-cost 
generic medications from entering the marketplace and led the charge to make college tuition tax deductible. He also 
aggressively championed agricultural measures to preserve vital market support programs for New York’s dairy farmers 
and crop growers.

After New Yorkers re-elected him in 2004, Chuck was awarded two powerful posts by his colleagues. The first, a seat 
on the Senate Finance Committee, which oversees the nation’s tax, trade, social security and health care legislation. The 
second honor was the Chairmanship of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee (DSCC). Chuck successfully 
led the DSCC for two consecutive cycles before stepping down at the end of 2008.

Following the elections of 2006, Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) appointed Chuck to serve as Vice Chair of the 
Democratic Conference, the number three position on the Democratic Leadership team and a position he continues 
to hold. After New Yorkers re-elected him for a third term in 2010, Chuck took on an expanded role in the Senate as 
Chairman of the Democratic Policy and Communications Center.  Chuck also serves as the Ranking Member on the 
Senate Rules Committee, which oversees federal elections, voting rights, campaign finance, and the operation of the 
Senate complex.

In addition, Chuck sits on the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs; the Judiciary Committee, where 
he is Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Refugees, and Border Security; and the Joint Committee 
on the Library.
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  September 29, 2016 

 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
 I am honored to congratulate the Puerto Rican Bar Association Scholarship Fund, Inc. as 
it gathers for its 59th Anniversary Scholarship Fund Gala titled “Expanding Our Reach-Ensuring 
Justice”. I am grateful for the opportunity to recognize the admirable work of the Puerto Rican 
Bar Association, its dedication to the legal profession and community which it serves, as well as 
this evening’s distinguished honorees on this auspicious occasion.  
 
 For fifty-nine years, the Puerto Rican Bar Association has been committed to enhancing 
its members’ professional development, upholding the highest standards of excellence in the 
legal field, and facilitating access to legal services for the local community. I applaud each of 
you gathered here this evening for your commitment to delivering quality legal services to the 
Latino community, while continuing to uphold the integrity of the judiciary and the dignity of the 
legal profession. Your work with young and aspiring Latino attorneys is crucial in securing the 
future of justice and equal representation for all.  
 
 Also, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate tonight’s honorees: Latino 
Judges Association, Inc., recipient of the Judicial Excellence award; Stephen P. Younger, Esq., 
Patterson Belknap Webb &Tyler LLP, recipient of the Law Firm Diversity award; City 
University of New York, recipient of Academic Excellence award; and Tito Puente, recipient of 
the Community Service award. This year’s honorees have dedicated themselves to encourage the 
next generation of lawyers and educators to academically and professionally excel and succeed. 
The PRBA’s devotion to the Latino community is a true inspiration to us all.  
 

Again, thank you for your commitment and dedication to Latino attorneys and the Latino 
community.  I hope that the Puerto Rican Bar Association Scholarship Fund, Inc. will continue 
these noble efforts for many years to come. Congratulations on your 59th Anniversary! 

 
 
           Sincerely, 

      
           Charles E. Schumer 
           United States Senator 
 

CHARLES E. SCHUMER 
NEW YORK 

 



 

NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ
7TH DISTRICT, NEW YORK

September 29, 2016

Dear Friends,

It is my pleasure to recognize the Puerto Rican Bar Association (PRBA) on your annual 
Anniversary Scholarship Fund Gala.  I commend your organization for showcasing the 
extraordinary work PRBA members do in our community. Let me especially thank Betty 
Lugo and Carmen Pacheco for the outstanding professionalism they have exhibited in 
leading PRBA.

PRBA’s tireless commitment to social and economic justice helps us attain greater 
equality for all Latinos. Thank you for working passionately towards improving the 
quality of life for thousands of citizens.  

I also salute this year’s honorees: Latino Judges Association, Inc.; Stephen Younger, 
Esquire, Patterson Belknap, Webb & Tyler, LLP; City University of New York; and Tito 
Puente.

All these individuals and entities have made important strides in advancing equality and 
they exemplify this year’s theme of “Expanding Our Reach – Ensuring Justice.”

Again, I thank the PRBA for all that you do and send best wishes for continued success.

Sincerely,

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress





 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                   
                                Congress of the United States 
                                    House of Representatives 
                                         YVETTE D. CLARKE 
                   9TH DISTRICT, NEW YORK    
 
 
September 29, 2016 
 
Greetings, 
 
I would like to congratulate the supporters of the Puerto Rican Bar Association 
Scholarship Fund, Inc., as you celebrate your Annual Dinner and Dance Fundraiser 
Gala on the theme of “Expanding Our Reach – Ensuring Justice.” 
 
In addition, I want to commend your keynote speaker, the Honorable United States 
Senator Charles E. Schumer, and your distinguished honorees: the Latino Judges 
Association, Inc., Stephen P. Younger, Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP, the City 
University of New York, Tito Puente (posthumous), as well as your mistress of 
ceremonies, Audrey Puente. 
 
You have provided critical assistance to the people of Brooklyn, working to secure the 
rights protected in our Constitution and fulfill the promise of American life that, for 
many people, remains unfulfilled. Your commitment to civil rights offers an example 
that activists will continue to follow for generations. I commend you for your service to 
the public, and share my best wishes for your future success. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Yvette D. Clarke 
Member of Congress  





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY 
 
       September 29, 2016 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
Please accept my sincere greetings as you celebrate the 59th anniversary of the Puerto Rican Bar 
Association (PRBA) at your annual Scholarship Fund Gala “Expanding Our Reach – Ensuring Justice.”   
 
Founded in 1957 with a handful of attorneys to help future generations of Puerto Ricans and Latinos, the 
PRBA has grown to over 500 members representing the interests of attorneys, judges, law professors 
and students of Latino descent who share a common interest in fostering professional development in 
the legal community, addressing issues, and new initiatives to help the Latino community.  Additionally, 
women now constitute at least one-half of PRBA members and over the years have assumed important 
leadership roles within the organization, including the role of president.   
 
I am delighted to offer my congratulations to tonight’s honorees – Latino Judges Association, Inc., is 
bestowed with the Puerto Rican Bar Association’s honor of Judicial Excellence Award; Stephen P. 
Younger, Esq. of Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP, receives the Law Firm Diversity Award; and 
the City University of New York receives your Academic Excellence Award. Musician and composer 
Tito Puente will be posthumously honored with the Community Service Award, while his daughter 
Audrey Puente, Fox 5 meteorologist, will be the Mistress of Ceremony.  All the honorees can be proud of 
what they have accomplished in their professional careers and of the tremendous support they have given to 
the Puerto Rican Bar Association.  I join with their family and friends in saluting them for a job well done. 
 
Again, congratulations to tonight’s honorees and the law students receiving scholarships.  Best wishes to 
the Puerto Rican Bar Association for continued success. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
CARL E. HEASTIE 
Speaker   
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September 29, 2016 
 
 
Estimados Participantes: 
 
I am honored to welcome you to the Puerto Rican Bar Association Scholarship Fund Fundraiser. For 
59 years the Puerto Rican Bar Association has been committed to the professional development of its 
members and providing legal services to the community. This is perfectly captured by this year’s 
theme of “Expanding our Reach-Ensuring Justice.”  I congratulate the Puerto Rican Bar Association 
for being a stellar example of the dignity and integrity required to practice the legal profession at the 
highest standard of excellence. 
 
The scholarship fund helps promote diversity in the legal profession by providing scholarships to 
Puerto Rican and Hispanic law students. Through their efforts, scholarship recipients are employed in 
various legal fields. This scholarship fund shows the commitment of the Puerto Rican Bar Association 
to diversifying the legal field and building the next generation of lawyers committed to upholding the 
values of the this organization. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate this year’s honorees: the Latino Judges 
Association, Inc., Stephen P. Younger, Esq., the City University of New York, and Tito Puente 
(posthumous). Accept my best wishes on your success and your continuous effort to improve the 
lives of others. 
 
 
Thank you for your dedication and participation. 
 
 
Cariñosamente, 
 
 
 
Carmen E. Arroyo 
84th Assembly District 
Bronx, New York 
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September 29, 2016 
 
Puerto Rican Bar Association 
377 Broadway, 6th Floor 
New York, NY 10013 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
It is my pleasure to extend best wishes to all attending the Puerto Rican Bar Association’s 59th 
Anniversary Scholarship Fund Gala. 
 
For nearly sixty years, the Puerto Rican Bar Association (PRBA) has worked to ensure that 
Puerto Ricans and all Latinos are afforded equal rights under the law. The PRBA has been a 
force for positive change and has dramatically expanded outreach to underserved communities 
both in New York City and across the country. 
 
The PRBA recognizes the importance of nurturing the talents of today’s Latino law students, as 
well as easing their financial hardships. Tonight’s scholarship awardees embody the PRBA 
mission, dedicating their time to their communities as well as their studies.  
 
Congratulations to all of tonight’s honorees and scholarship recipients, and thank you to the 
Puerto Rican Bar Association for bringing us together to celebrate community and service.  
Please accept my best wishes for continued success. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Scott M. Stringer 
New York City Comptroller 



           The Public Advocate         
 for the City of New York                                   
  

            Letitia James – Public Advocate                  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
September 29, 2016 
 
Dear Friends:  
 
It is with great pleasure that I extend greetings to all who have gathered for the Puerto 
Rican Bar Association’s 59th Anniversary Scholarship Fund, Gala. 
 
From its humble beginnings in 1957, the Puerto Rican Bar Association (PRBANY) 
has focused its efforts on addressing the concerns of a rapidly growing Latino community 
and the legal services it requires. I commend PRBANY for successfully facilitating 
access to justice for practitioners and communities throughout New York City. 
The Puerto Rican Bar Association's work to ensure that young aspiring attorneys are 
welcomed in the profession is essential in assuring that New York has a diverse bar and 
bench.   
 
As Public Advocate for the City of New York, I would like to extend congratulations to 
the honorees including the Latino Judges Association, Inc., recipient of the Judicial 
Excellence Award; Stephen P. Younger, Esq. Patterson Belknap Webb &Tyler LLP, 
recipient of the Law Firm Diversity Award; City University of New York, recipient of 
the Academic Excellence Award; and Tito Puente, recipient of the Community Service 
Award.  
 
I am confident that the Puerto Rican Bar Association Scholarship Fund, Inc. will continue 
to inspire future generations. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Letitia James 
Public Advocate for the City of New York 
 



	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   September	  22,	  2016	  

	  

Dear	  Friends	  of	  the	  Puerto	  Rican	  Bar	  Association:	  

On	  behalf	  	  of	  the	  Latino	  Judges	  Association	  and	  recipient	  of	  the	  	  2016	  Judicial	  Excellence	  
Award,	  I	  am	  honored	  for	  the	  opportunity	  to	  celebrate	  with	  the	  Puerto	  Rican	  Bar	  Association	  its	  
59th	  year	  of	  hard	  work	  with	  the	  Bar	  and	  Bench.	  The	  Association’s	  steadfast	  dedication	  to	  the	  
legal	  field	  that	  ensures	  that	  Hispanic	  youth	  will	  continue	  to	  have	  the	  opportunity	  to	  fulfill	  their	  
dreams.	  	  

The	  Puerto	  Rican	  Bar	  Association	  understands	  the	  value	  of	  a	  diverse	  Judiciary.	  They	  
inspire	  the	  Hispanic	  youth	  by	  doing	  everything	  in	  their	  power	  to	  increase	  professional	  
opportunities	  for	  Hispanics	  in	  the	  legal	  profession	  including	  but	  not	  limited	  to	  serving	  as	  role	  
models	  and	  mentors,	  providing	  internships;	  and	  conducting	  seminars.	  That	  inspiration	  has	  led	  
to	  the	  increase	  in	  the	  number	  of	  Latino	  jurist	  over	  the	  years.	  	  	  

	   While	  the	  number	  of	  Hispanic	  Judges	  has	  increased	  steadily	  over	  the	  years,	  the	  fact	  is	  
that	  Hispanics	  remain	  under	  represented	  on	  the	  bench	  when	  measured	  against	  their	  
counterparts	  in	  New	  York	  State’s	  judiciary	  population.	  A	  diverse	  judiciary	  encourages	  public	  
trust	  and	  promotes	  better	  communities	  for	  all.	  	  

	   With	  the	  continued	  help	  of	  the	  Puerto	  Rican	  Bar	  Association,	  a	  new	  generation	  of	  
Hispanic	  Judges	  will	  be	  ready	  to	  follow	  in	  the	  footsteps	  of	  the	  distinguished	  jurists	  that	  
established	  the	  Latino	  Judges	  Association	  and	  judicial	  excellence	  through	  the	  last	  decades.	  	  

	   The	  Latino	  Judges	  Association	  congratulates	  it	  fellow	  honorees,	  Stephen	  P.	  Younger,	  
Esq.,	  City	  University	  of	  New	  York,	  and	  on	  the	  Community	  Service	  Award	  to	  Tito	  Puente,	  
Posthumous.	  The	  Latino	  Judges	  Association	  also	  congratulates	  all	  of	  this	  year’s	  Scholarship	  
Recipients.	  	  

	   I	  commend	  the	  Puerto	  Rican	  Bar	  Association	  on	  their	  accomplishments	  and	  continued	  
success.	  Que	  orgullo	  mi	  gente.	  	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   Sincerely,	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   Hon.	  Wilma	  Guzman	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   President,	  Latino	  Judges	  Association,	  Inc.	  	  





Stephen P. Younger 
Partner at Patterson Belknap

Stephen P. Younger, Past President of the New York State Bar 
Association, is a leading commercial litigator who is also well-
known for his alternative dispute resolution work. Having been with 
Patterson Belknap since 1985, Mr. Younger has more than 30 years 
of experience as a commercial litigator. As a seasoned trial lawyer, he 
has tried many cases in federal and state court and before arbitration 
panels. He also frequently argues appeals, particularly in the appellate 
courts of New York. Based on his significant ADR experience, he is 
often called on to serve as an arbitrator or mediator in high-stakes 
matters.

Mr. Younger’s clients include financial institutions, mutual funds, 
hedge funds, pension funds and venture capital firms involved in 
commercial, securities and real estate disputes. He has also developed an extensive practice representing Latin American 
companies in U.S.-related matters.

In addition to his previous role as State Bar President, Mr. Younger has sat on numerous New York State Bar Association 
committees. He is Past Chair of the New York State Bar Association’s Commercial and Federal Litigation Section, having 
previously served as Chair of its Securities Litigation Committee and of its ADR Committee. Mr. Younger also served 
as Chair of the New York State Bar Association’s Task Force on Nonlawyer Ownership of Law Firms. He is a member of 
the ABA’s House of Delegates, and Past Chair of the ABA’s International Mediation Committee. He serves as the ABA’s 
representative to the United Nations Economic and Social Council, and as a member of the ABA’s Standing Committee 
on the American Judicial System and was Chair of the ABA Task Force on International Trade in Legal Services.

Mr. Younger was appointed to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo’s Transition Committee and was also the Transition 
Director for Mr. Cuomo when he was the New York State Attorney General. He was also appointed to the Transition 
Committee for Attorney General Eric Schneiderman. Mr. Younger was a member of the Transition Committee for New 
York County District Attorney, Cyrus Vance. Mr. Younger was counsel to the New York State Commission on Judicial 
Nomination, which nominates New York’s Court of Appeals Judges, and is a member of the Govenor’s First Department 
Judicial Screening Committee.

Mr. Younger serves on the Board of Directors for the CPR Institute for Dispute Resolution, and previously served as 
the Chair of its Executive Advisory Committee for seven years. He is also a founding board member of the New York 
International Arbitration Center. He is on the Board of Directors of the Fund for Modern Courts and received the 
Fund’s John J. McCloy Award. He served on the Chief Judge’s Task Force on Commercial Litigation in the 21st Century, 
and currently serves on both the Chief Judge’s Commercial Division Advisory Council and the Advisory Committee to 
the New York County Commercial Division. He was formerly a member of the Chief Judge’s Advisory Committee on 
New York State Pro Bono Bar Admission Requirements. A long time Trustee of Albany Law School, Mr. Younger is Past 
President of its National Alumni Council.

Mr. Younger has spoken at more than 200 seminars and written over 30 articles in the fields of securities litigation, 
commercial arbitration and international dispute resolution.

Prior to joining Patterson Belknap, Mr. Younger served as Law Clerk to the Hon. Hugh R. Jones, Associate Judge for 
the New York Court of Appeals.



The City University of New York is the nation’s leading 
urban public university. Founded in New York City in 
1847, the University comprises 25 institutions: 11 senior 
colleges, seven community colleges, the William E. 
Macaulay Honors College at CUNY, the CUNY School 
of Medicine, the CUNY Graduate School and University 
Center, the CUNY Graduate School of Journalism, the 
CUNY School of Law, the CUNY School of Professional 
Studies and the CUNY School of Public Health and 
Health Policy. The University serves more than 274,350 
degree-seeking students and 260,000 adult and continuing 
education students. College Now, the University’s 
academic enrichment program, is offered at CUNY 
campuses and more than 300 high schools throughout the 
five boroughs of New York City. The University offers 
online baccalaureate and master’s degrees through the 
School of Professional Studies. 

The mission of The City University of New York, 
embodied in state education law, Article 125, Section 
6201,  as the finding and intent of the New York State 
Legislature, states in part:  “The Legislature intends that 
The City University of New York should be maintained 
as an independent system of higher education governed 
by its own Board of Trustees responsible for the 
governance, maintenance and development of both senior 
and community college units of The City University. 
“The University must remain responsive to the needs of 
its urban setting and maintain its close articulation 
between senior and community college units. Where 
possible, governance and operation of senior and 
community colleges should be jointly conducted or 
conducted by similar procedures to maintain the 
University as an integrated system and to facilitate 
articulation between units. 

“The Legislature’s intent is that The City University be 
supported as an independent and integrated system of 
higher education on the assumption that the University 
will continue to maintain and expand its commitment to 
academic excellence and to the provision of equal access 
and opportunity for students, faculty and staff from all 
ethnic and racial groups and from both sexes. The City 
University is of vital importance as a vehicle for the 
upward mobility of the disadvantaged in the City of New 
York. The pioneering efforts of the SEEK and College 
Discovery programs must not be diminished as a result of 
greater state financial responsibility. “Only the strongest 
commitment to the special needs of an urban constituency 

justifies the Legislature’s support of an independent and 
unique structure for the University. Activities at the City 
University campuses must be undertaken in a spirit which 
recognizes and responds to the imperative need for 
affirmative action and the positive desire to have City 
University personnel reflect the diverse communities 
which comprise the people of the city and state of New 
York …”  

HISTORY: BOASTING WORLD-CLASS 
ACADEMICS, award-winning faculty and both new and 
enhanced campuses, today’s City University of New York 
is attracting students who win National Science 
Foundation fellowships and Rhodes Scholarships, 
keeping a nearly 170-year-old commitment to educational 
excellence and opportunity. Our mission dates to 1847 
when founder Townsend Harris, an early champion of 
public education and a pioneering diplomat who was the 
first U.S. ambassador to Japan, called upon New York 
City to create a public academy of higher learning to 
“educate the whole people.” An inaugural class of 143 
academically qualified young men was soon assembled. 
The fledgling school quickly grew in reputation and 
enrollment and, as a new century approached, plans were 
approved for an expansive neo-Gothic campus uptown 
that became the College of the City of New York. The 
Normal School, the first to offer free education to women, 
became Hunter College in 1914. Twenty years after the 
first students entered the academy, a second school for the 
education of teachers, the Female Normal and High 
School – later renamed Hunter College in honor of its 
founder, Thomas Hunter – offered the same higher 
education opportunities to women.  

Fueled by an immigration boom in the early 20th century, 
City College and Hunter expanded to include evening 
sessions in Brooklyn and Queens. In 1926, the state 
Legislature established a Board of Higher Education to 
oversee the growing municipal college system and 
expand public access in the city’s outer boroughs. Over 
the next decade, Brooklyn College and Queens College 
were founded and Hunter established a Bronx campus, 
which decades later would become Lehman College. 
Despite the city’s limited resources, demand for public 
higher education continued to grow during the Great 
Depression. The colleges created night divisions that 
charged affordable tuition while offering students the 
opportunity to work toward their degrees or raise their 
grades to the levels required to enter the colleges’ free 
baccalaureate programs. In the ensuing post- World War 
II years, another dramatic enrollment boom led to the 
creation of several community colleges, including one on 
Staten Island. In 1961, the state Legislature formally 
established The City University. 

 



Tito Puente
“El Rey de los Timbales”/ “The King of Latin Music”

Tito Puente was born on April 20, 1923, The man popularly known as 

El Rey, The King, who put mambo on the map -- and who came to be 

nearly as much a symbol of New York City as Yankee Stadium, The 

most important Latin musician of the last half century and a key 

figure in the fusion of Latin music with jazz,

Mr. Puente had a career that spanned five decades.

Tito Puente served in the Navy for three years during World War 

II after being drafted in 1942. He was discharged with a Presidential 

Unit Citation for serving in nine battles on the escort carrier USS 

Santee (CVE-29) After the war Mr. Puente studied at the Juilliard School of Music under the G.I. Bill. and completed 

a formal education in conducting, orchestration and theory. In 1969, he received the key to the  City of New 

York from former Mayor John Lindsay. In 1979, Puente won the first of five Grammy Awards.

In 1992, he was inducted into the National Congressional Record, In 1990, Puente was awarded the James Smithson 

Bicentennial Medal. He was also awarded a Grammy at the first Latin Grammy Awards.  

•    During the presidency of Sen. Roberto Rexach Benítez, Tito Puente received the unique honor of having both a 

special session of the Senate of Puerto Rico dedicated to him, and being allowed to perform in his unique style 

on the floor of the Senate while it was in session.

•    On September 10, 2007, a United States Post Office in Spanish Harlem was named after him at a ceremony presided 

by House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Charles Rangel (D-NY) and Rep. José Serrano (D-NY).

•    An amphitheatre was named in his honor at Luis Muñoz Marín Park, next to the Roberto Clemente Coliseum, 

in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

•    Puente performed at the closing ceremonies at the 1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta, Georgia. The timbales he 

used there are on display at the National Museum of American History in Washington D.C.

•   In 1997, he was awarded the National Medal of Arts.[12]

•   In 1990 he received a Star on the Hollywood Walk Of Fame. (ref Hollywood Chamber Of Commerce)

•   In 1984 he received an honorary Decree from the Los Angeles City Council.



Audrey Puente  
Meteorologist/Feature Reporter for WNYW/ Fox 5

Audrey Puente is Meteorologist/Feature Reporter for 

WNYW/Fox 5.   Previously, she was Chief Weather 

Anchor for WWOR-TV/My9 providing forecasts for 

the station’s “My9 News at Ten.”

Puente joined My9 from WCBS-TV where she 

provided weather forecasts for “CBS 2 News This 

Morning” and “CBS 2 News at Noon.” She also 

provided fill-in reports for the CBS national morning 

program “The Early Show.” Previously, she served as a 

meteorologist for WNBC-TV and delivered weekend 

reports for “Today in New York.” Prior to this, Puente was the weekend meteorologist for WAPT-TV in 

Jackson, MS., where she appeared on the station’s 5 PM and 10 PM newscasts. Earlier, she served as the 

weekend weather anchor for WXVT-TV in Greenville, MS and the weekday weather anchor at WJCL-TV 

in Savannah, GA. Puente began her career as a production assistant for WNYW-TV in New York.

Puente is a member of the National Association of Hispanic Journalists, the American Meteorological 

Society and the National Weather Association.

Puente is a graduate of Syracuse University, where she received a B.S. in Speech Communications. She 

received her M.S. in Geosciences with an emphasis on meteorology from Mississippi State University. 

She is a New York native still resides in her hometown.



Lena Burke
Concert Pianist, Singer and Songwriter

LENA is a concert pianist, innate singer and 

songwriter. She is also known as LENA BURKE, due 

to her musical legacy (granddaughter and daughter 

of Elena and Malena Burke, myths of the Cuban 

Music). In 2006, she received two nominations for 

the prestigious Latin GRAMMY Awards: “New 

Artist of the Year” and “Recording of the Year” for 

“Tu corazón”. In 2011, she won the international 

acclaimed award, under the category “Best Pop Vocal 

Album Duo or Group”, for the musical production: 

“Alex, Jorge y Lena” (Alex Ubago and Jorge Villamizar). She has received many important nominations, honors 

and accolades throughout her musical and acting career.

Alejandro Sanz was the linkage for making her first album in 2005 under Warner Music Latino. After meeting her 

in Miami while recording the vocals of his production “No es lo mismo”, he recorded with her “Tu corazón”, the 

first hit single of her self-written album which topped the music and video charts. 

Her distinctive performance and singing style, got her the leading role in the movie “La Mala”, a film dedicated 

to the memory of the internationally renowned Cuban artist, La Lupe. LENA received international honors for 

her performance, including the acclaimed award “Maltese Falcon”, the Audience Award for Best Actress at the 

International Film Festival of Ibiza, and “Best Female Performer Award”, at the XXIX Mostra of Valencia, Spain 

2008. She co-produced the movie soundtrack, which includes many of the songs made famous by the singer, with 

her father the famed music producer Rey Nerio. The production also includes two beautiful romantic ballads of 

her inspiration.

She has the ability to capture varied audiences… embracing them with her diverse talents, interpretative strength, 

charisma and humbleness; she excels at each of her solo performances, as well as when she shares the stage with 

other artists. She is constantly creating music and performing around the world.

Her music is an endless journey... an incessant growing experience, a family legacy, a reflection of feelings via 

musical notes and intense lyrics filled with worldly influences, always accompanied by her powerful and a the same 

time melodic, piano. As she describes it...”I did not choose music ... she chose me.”



Adriel Colón
Adriel Colón is a second year law student at Albany Law School.  He is the Vice-President for 

the Latin American Law Student Association (LALSA) on campus and an active member of 

other multicultural groups. LALSA provides student mentoring opportunities, encouragement to 

participate in Latino Bar Associations, and persistently advocates for increased diversity student 

enrollment. To this end, LALSA hosts events that connect students with Latino legal professionals 

such as the Diversity on the Bench event where a panel of Judges spoke about their unique 

experience as a person from a minority group and how that impacted their careers. This year LALSA 

is spearheading an event titled, “Conozco Sus Derechos!” where a panel will speak about access to 

justice entirely in the Spanish language free of charge to the Spanish speakers in Albany. This event 

is wholly consistent with the mission of LALSA to provide Latino law students the connections to 

be successful and to engender a community oriented professional mentality. In his first Summer, 

Adriel served as a legal intern with the New York State Department of Health in the Division of 

Legal Affairs where he accepted a paid position to stay for the semester in that same capacity. Adriel 

is a student intern with the Health Law Clinic at Albany Law School where he serves the legal needs 

of clients that suffer from chronic health conditions. When Adriel graduates, he hopes to pursue a 

career in Healthcare litigation and to proactively attack health care policies that disproportionately 

impact the Latino community and underserved individuals. It is Adriel’s firm desire to develop a 

cross-professional organization to cultivate a growth of young Latinos in the Legal and Medical 

professional space through sponsorships of textbooks and school housing deposits. 

Samuel Carrion was born and raised in Brooklyn, NY to parents of Puerto Rican decent. Growing 

up, he spent many of his childhood summers with his grandfather in Rincon, Puerto Rico and 

attributes those experiences to strengthening his connection to the island and its culture. A product 

of New York City public schools through high school, Sam attended Dartmouth College in New 

Hampshire for his undergraduate education. Prior to enrolling at Brooklyn Law School, Sam served 

six years as a police officer in Bedford Stuyvesant. He hopes to continue working in public service 

upon graduation. 

Samuel Carrion

The 59th Annual Scholarship Winners



I am a third-year student at Touro College Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center. I am serving as the 

Co-Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Race, Gender, and Ethnicity. During my first year, I had 

the opportunity to work with the Honorable Joseph Pastoressa and the Honorable Jeffrey Arlen 

Spinner. Most recently, I worked as a summer law clerk in the Litigation Department at Cullen and 

Dykman LLP.

I volunteer for Touro Law’s Justice Patch program, a program developed with the Girl Scouts of 

Suffolk County to develop a sense of fairness and understanding of laws. She is a Student Ambassador 

for both Touro Law Center and the New York City Bar Association where she has the opportunity 

to offer guidance and support to new and prospective students.

In addition to my work with the Touro Law Center community, I have volunteered my time 

with programs aimed at increasing diversity in the legal profession. I work with the Sonia and 

Celina Sotomayor High School Internship program, which places students from underrepresented 

backgrounds with judges. This summer, I also served as mentor to high school students participating 

in the inaugural Justice Institute with the Eastern District of New York, where I proudly coached 

my team through a mock trial.

Denisse Mira

Daniel Vizcarrondo
Daniel Vizcarrondo is a 3L at Brooklyn Law School where he served as Metro LALSA delegate 

from 2014 to 2015 and Brooklyn LALSA’s Academic Chair this past year. He was inducted 

into Phi Delta Phi International Legal Honor Society after his first semester in law school and 

is currently an Associate Managing Editor for the Brooklyn Journal of Corporate, Financial 

& Commercial Law. Daniel was selected as a 2015 New York City Bar Association Diversity 

Fellow and interned at the New York County District Attorney’s Office. He was also awarded a 

scholarship from the Puerto Rican Bar Association in 2014 and marched down 5th Avenue with 

the PRBA at the 2016 Puerto Rican Day Parade. Daniel is interested in Regulatory Compliance, 

Tax Law, and International Business Law.

The 59th Annual Scholarship Winners
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EXCELLENCE IN LAW

PERKINS COIE is proud to support the Puerto Rican Bar Association and its efforts 

to address issues that are important not only to the Puerto Rican community, but 

to the Latino community as a whole. As a sponsor of the PRBA 59th Anniversary 

Scholarship Fund Gala, we are honored to help Puerto Rican and Latino individuals 

who dream to become attorneys.

PerkinsCoie.com

In Support of 
Great Causes

Perkins Coie LLP   Attorney Advertising
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Dear	  Friends:	  

USI	  Affinity	  is	  proud	  to	  show	  our	  support	  to	  everyone	  gathered	  for	  the	  Puerto	  Rican	  Bar	  
Association's	  59th	  Anniversary	  Scholarship	  Fund	  Gala.	  	  We	  consider	  it	  a	  great	  honor	  to	  be	  part	  
of	  the	  Host	  Committee	  for	  such	  an	  important	  event.	  

Since	  1978,	  the	  Puerto	  Rican	  Bar	  Association	  Scholarship	  Fund	  has	  raised	  funds	  to	  award	  
financial	  scholarships	  to	  deserving	  law	  students,	  giving	  even	  more	  Latinos	  the	  opportunity	  to	  
pursue	  their	  dreams	  and	  achieve	  their	  full	  potential.	  	  

For	  more	  than	  50	  years,	  the	  Puerto	  Rican	  Bar	  Association	  has	  worked	  to	  promote	  the	  interests	  of	  
Puerto	  Rican	  and	  Latino	  attorneys,	  judges,	  law	  professors	  and	  students,	  and	  to	  address	  the	  
issues	  affecting	  Puerto	  Rican,	  Latino	  and	  under	  represented	  communities.	  

USI	  Affinity	  has	  been	  partnering	  with	  Bar	  Associations	  to	  serve	  attorneys	  and	  the	  legal	  
community	  for	  more	  than	  60	  years,	  so	  we	  applaud	  the	  PRBA’s	  efforts,	  and	  we	  commend	  all	  
those	  who	  make	  the	  PRBA	  and	  its	  scholarship	  program	  an	  ongoing	  success.	  We	  are	  thrilled	  to	  be	  
a	  part	  of	  it.	  	  	  

Your	  commitment	  to	  social	  and	  economic	  justice	  for	  all	  Americans,	  and	  your	  tireless	  personal	  
and	  professional	  support	  for	  Latinos	  in	  the	  legal	  profession,	  continues	  to	  improve	  countless	  lives	  
every	  day.	  	  

Best	  wishes	  for	  continued	  success.	  

Warmest	  regards,	  

Joe	  Rivera,	  Vice	  President	  
USI	  Affinity,	  Professional	  Insurance	  Solutions	  
261	  Madison	  Avenue,	  6th	  Floor	  
New	  York,	  NY	  10016	  
Direct	  Phone	  	  212-‐842-‐3423	  	  
Toll	  Free	  Phone:	  877-‐245-‐8550	  
Joe.Rivera@usi.biz	  
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	DO YOU HAVE AN EMPLOYMENT ISSUE?
 Overtime Violations

 Disability Discrimination
 Prevailing Wage/Fringe Benefit Violations

 Tip Credit Violations
 Minimum Wage Violations
 Workplace Discrimination

 Misclassification
 Retaliation Claims

 Class Action Lawsuits

(212) 583-7400 
108 West 39th Street, Suite 602, New York, NY 10018 
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Debevoise is pleased to support the  
Puerto Rican Bar Association and joins  
in congratulating the evening’s honorees
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE  HONOREES



Goya is proud to support the 
Puerto Rican Bar Association



Pier Sixty, LLC. is proud to support the 
Puerto Rican Bar Association Scholarship Fund, Inc.

www.piersixty.com     212-3366144



 

A C R O S S  T H E  L E G A L  L A N D S C A P E  

DIFFERENCES 
THAT DELIVER 

Contact Wayne Gerbasi  
To find out how to get up to 40% off a LexisNexis subscription for being a PRBA 
member.  
937-247-8072 
Wayne.Gerbasi@lexisnexis.com 
*other terms and conditions may apply. 1-2 attorney firms only.  

Legal Insight & Technology 
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